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The Arab Federation of Capital 
Markets (AFCM) is the Arab 
industry group for 18 exchanges 
and 7 Clearing houses, and a 
multiple of affiliate members 
(financial institutions and 
brokerage firms) from all around 
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the recommendation of the Arab 
Central Banks Conference, held 
under the auspices of the 
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• What are the Central Bank of Bahrain’s key strategic priorities for enhancing the depth, 
liquidity and global competitiveness of Bahrain’s capital markets over the next three to 
five years – and how do disruptive technologies factor into this vision?

• How is the Central Bank working with Bahrain Bourse and other stakeholders to attract 
more international institutional investors – particularly in the context of global market 
classification benchmarks and rising competition from regional exchanges?

• As tokenization and digital securities gain momentum globally, how does the Central 
Bank of Bahrain envision their role in shaping the future of capital formation – and what 
regulatory or infrastructure developments could support their integration into Bahrain’s 
capital markets?

• How does the Central Bank of Bahrain envision leveraging its new stablecoin regulatory 
framework to attract further licensees, while ensuring market integrity and investor 
confidence?

• With the rise of AI-powered trading, P2P platforms and real-time data ecosystems, how 
is the Central Bank balancing innovation with the need for robust governance, investor 
protection and systemic resilience in Bahrain’s capital markets?

• As a Chief Executive Officer, how do you view the rapidly evolving technology 
landscape? What strategic decisions have you taken to ensure your organization adapts, 
stays resilient, and remains competitive in this fast-changing environment?

• Technology infrastructure is undergoing a major shift. With increasing pressure from 
vendors to migrate systems to the cloud versus owning your own servers, how do you 
balance the trade-offs between operational efficiency, cost, control, and regulatory 
compliance?

• The investor experience has become increasingly digital. How has the shift toward 
online and mobile trading platforms influenced your business model, user engagement 
strategies, and technology investment priorities?
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10:15 - 11:00 Panel 2: Chief Executives Insights to Changing Technology Landscape
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• Technology investment is no longer optional: it’s strategic. Could you share how 
significant your technology budget is today compared to a few years ago, and what are 
your main areas of focus or investment?

• Artificial Intelligence is redefining the capital markets landscape. Where do you see the 
most immediate and impactful AI use cases within your organization, and what is your 
approach to adoption, governance, and risk management?

• Digital talent gap. Are exchanges facing a shortage of skilled professionals to manage 
advanced infrastructures and AI integration securely? Beyond systems and tools, what 
steps are you taking to attract and retain the digital talent needed to lead 
transformation?

• Discuss how sandboxes allow organizations to experiment, test new ideas, and fail 
safely without incurring high risks and how regulatory sandboxes in finance and 
technology sectors enable startups and traditional companies to test innovations 
within existing reg.

• Discuss how regulatory bodies and organizations balance fostering innovation with 
the need to maintain consumer protection and industry stability, and how sandboxes 
provide a space to explore innovative ideas without the fear of failure or large-scale 
c o n s e q u e n c e s .

• How sandboxes can speed up the process of digital transformation by offering a 
controlled environment where new digital products or services can be tested before 
full deployment? Explore best practices for handling data in these environments to 
avoid privacy violations while fostering innovation.

• Discuss the challenges faced when scaling ideas tested in sandboxes to broader, 
real-world environments, including technical infrastructure and integration hurdles.

• How large corporations and public institutions can leverage sandboxes to collaborate 
with startups, providing access to resources and testing environments? How to foster 
partnerships and share knowledge between corporate players and startups for faster 
innovation cycles?

Panel 3: The Sandbox Effect: Enabling Innovation in a Controlled Environment

Panel 4: Next-Generation Trading Algorithms: Evolving from Classic Quant Models to AI-driven Approaches
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algorithms?

• Exploring advancements in algorithmic trading, the rise of high-frequency trading 
(HFT), and their impact on liquidity, market stability, and regulatory frameworks.

• Discussion on AI-driven strategies and their effect on market dynamics.

• How traditional quantitative trading models are evolving into more sophisticated 
AI-driven algorithms?

on AI-driven strategies and their effect on market dynamics.

consequences.



• The use of deep learning, reinforcement learning, and other advanced techniques 
to enhance algorithmic trading strategies.

• How AI and machine learning are optimizing trading strategies, risk management, 
and predictive analytics?

• What are the challenges of integrating AI/ML into traditional trading infrastructure?

• Exploring the rise of real-time trading analytics and its ability to provide instant 
insights for traders, investors, and risk managers.

• How real-time analytics and instant data processing are shaping execution and 
decision-making? How can real-time trading analytics help in identifying emerging 
market trends or opportunities instantly?

• What are the main challenges in implementing real-time trading analytics across 
different asset classes? How can firms ensure the accuracy and reliability of data 
used in real-time analytics?

• What technologies are driving the advancements in real-time trading analytics and 
how can real-time analytics improve risk management and minimize losses in 
fast-moving markets?

• What are the ethical considerations when using real-time analytics for trading, 
especially in volatile markets?

Panel 5: The Future of Real-Time Trading Analytics: Opportunities for Instant Decision Making
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Panel 4: Next-Generation Trading Algorithms: Evolving from Classic Quant Models to AI-driven Approaches
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